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fabric was to be erected; but the churches were then so very mean, that when the candles were set before the altar, they were often blown out by the wind, through the chinks and thinness of the walls ;   and it was upon this occasion that King Alfred invented Ian thorns.    But as mean as they were, those churches were always consecrated, and a great feast was made on that clay, or on the Saint's day to which it was dedicated ; but the form of the consecration was left to the discretion of the Bishop. There was one drawn up here in 1661, but it was never authorized.
CHURCHWARDENS These are very ancient officers; and by the common law are a lay-corporation, to take care of the goods of the Church: and may sue and be sued as the representatives of the parish. Churches are to be repaired by the churchwardens, at the charge of all the inhabitants, or such as occupy houses or lands within the parish.
In the ancient episcopal synods, the Bishops were wont to summon divers creditable persons out of every parish, to give information of, and to attest the disorders of clergy and people. They were called testes synodales; and were in after times a kind of empannelled jury, consisting of two, three, or more persons in every parish, who were upon oath to present all heretics and other irregular persons. Ken. Par. Ant. 649. And these in process of time became standing officers in several places, especially in great cities, and from hence were called synods-men, and by corruption sidesmen: they are also sometimes called cjuestmen, from the nature of their office, in making inquiry concerning offences. And these sidesmen or questmen, by canon 90, are to be chosen yearly in Easter week, by the minister and parishioners (if they can agree) otherwise to be appointed by the Ordinary of the diocese. But for the most part this whole office is now devolved upon the churchwardens, together with that other office which their name more properly imports, of taking care of the church and of the goods thereof, which has long been their function.
By Canon  118.     The  churchwardens and sidesmen shall be chosen the first week after Easter, or some week following, according to the direction of the Ordinary. And. by Canon 89.  All church wardens or questmen in